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ABSTRACT: The present paper aims to review the issue of environmental taxation in three 

Central European countries, namely Hungary, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic. The 

examination of these countries is of a particular importance, as they share similar historical 

backgrounds and have all experienced environmental damage caused by large companies of 

the socialist era recently. Additionally, these countries are facing new environmental 

challenges due to re-industrialization. Therefore, it is worth examining the legal solutions 

each country applies in this area, whether they have well-established and crystallized 

regulations, and to what extent the legislator is concerned about the issue of environmental 

taxation. 
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1. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

 

The growing environmental and socio-economic issues have made environmental 

policy increasingly crucial. While society typically responds to emerging problems 

through regulatory tools, it remains to be seen whether these solutions are appropriate for 

addressing these specific issues. In order to exert a significant impact on society, one can 

employ various avenues such as politics, the economy, religion, education, and the media. 

The law plays a crucial role within the political and economic regulation realm, as it 

establishes institutional frameworks that enable and enforce the desired outcomes in these 

spheres (Kerényi, 2003 “Cf.” Raisz, 2012). 

To develop an effective environmental policy, four important general principles shall 

be considered. Firstly, environmental problems affect all disciplines and must be reflected 

in all professional activities and institutional structures. Secondly, environmental policy is 

a long-term policy requiring strategic decisions in all sectors. Thirdly, local interests must 
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