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ABSTRACT: Corruption and perception of corruption can be seen as a cultural 

phenomenon because it depends on how society understands the rules and what constitutes 

a deviation. The level of awareness of corruption can be more devastating than the 

corruption itself. It creates a "culture of distrust" for some institutions and can create a 

cultural tradition of promoting corruption. In particular, the abuse of public office and 

resources for private interests and corruption within political parties and the election 

process is considered one of the country's largest anti-corruption challenges.  

The purpose of this article is to organize the current knowledge of decentralization and 

corruption and to analyze the perception of Montenegro's population on corruption.  

 This article also describes decentralization by recognizing the population through empirical 

research. 

KEY WORDS: Corruption; decentralization; Montenegro; population. 

JEL Code: K00, K23 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Corruption is a socially unacceptable phenomenon that directly threatens human rights, 

destroys morals, threatens national stability and economic progress, thereby threatening 

civil justice, honesty, equality and security. It violates positive legal regulations, represents 

a deviation from basic social principles, and the fight against corruption is a prerequisite 

for the development of a sustainable democratic society. Corruption is considered an abuse 

of power for private gain. Corruption can be categorized as large, small, or political, 

depending on the amount of money lost and the industry in which it occurred.1 Corruption 

tends to concentrate wealth, not only by widening the gap between rich and poor, but also 

by providing the rich with nefarious means to protect their positions and interests.2 High-
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1 Transparency International, What is the corruption? 

https://www.transparency.org/en/what-is-corruption 
2 UNODC, What is the corruption and why should we care?Module series of anti-corruption 
https://grace.unodc.org/grace/uploads/documents/academics/Anti-

Corruption_Module_1_What_Is_Corruption_and_Why_Should_We_Care.pdf 


