
 

 

 

 

 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING: WOMAN AND CHILDREN. 

CHALLENGES IN ALBANIAN LEGISLATION. 
 

 

 

Stela KARAJ * 
 

ABSTRACT: Human trafficking is a global human rights violation, constituting a severe 

criminal offense that disproportionately affects women and children. Albania, located in 

Southeastern Europe, has not been immune to this issue. In this paper, we explore the legal 

provisions and efforts made by the Albanian government to counteract the trafficking of 

women and children, shedding light on the nation's commitment to addressing this concern. 

This scientific work delves into the issue of human trafficking, with a specific focus on the 

trafficking of women and children in the Republic of Albania. It reviews the existing legal 

provisions aimed at combating trafficking in persons and highlights the challenges and 

ongoing efforts in addressing this concern. By analyzing the legal framework, law 

enforcement mechanisms, and recent developments, this article provides an in-depth 

overview of the situation in Albania. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Human trafficking represents a " violation of the fundamental rights, the dignity and 

integrity of human beings", and it is one of the most negative phenomena that emerged 

during Albania's extended transition after the 1990s (Haarr, 2022). From this perspective, 

the legal examination and handling of criminal activities in this domain is an issue of 

crucial concern for all legal experts. Human trafficking is a severe and intricate offense 

encompassing the recruitment, conveyance, transfer, sheltering, or acceptance of 

individuals through force, coercion, deceit, or other exploitative methods. Trafficking aims 

to subject these individuals to various forms of exploitation, such as sexual exploitation, 

forced labor, involuntary servitude, organ removal, or other similar purposes.  

The fundamental objective of trafficking is exploitation, and the manifestation of this 

exploitation can significantly vary based on the circumstances. It may involve sexual 
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