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ABSTRACT: The recent understanding between the European Union and Tunisia led to a 

Memorandum, one of the main objectives of which is to regulate and limit the flow of 

migrants leaving the Tunisian coast. The direct intervention of Brussels can be read as an 

attempt to definitively give a shared Union policy in the reception of migrants arriving from 

North Africa. That would allow for a more consistent application of that subsidiarity 

necessary to harmonise member states' policies, supporting in this action the intervention of 

the CJEU, which is at the forefront of defending and correctly applying EU principles. The 

necessity to harmonise comes from the European geopolitical interest in having a diplomatic 

dialogue with the African States in a period where the Russian presence and the African 

enthusiasm for Moscow could be a risk for Europe and the continuation of the Russian-

Ukrainian war. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The migration phenomenon affecting Europe has now acquired a decidedly 

transnational dimension. Confirmation of this nature comes from the evolution of 

migration, which has seen an increase in the number of people making these journeys and 

in the number of routes followed to reach our continent (starting from Africa or Asia). 

Over the years, the European Union has tried to cope with the flow of migrants arriving 

on its territory in different ways, trying to provide a shared solution that could satisfy the 

positions and interests of the member states, which have been different and often 

irreconcilable.   

Today, we can see the presence of two routes affecting Europe, the Mediterranean and 

the Balkan. The latter has the Middle East as its starting point and is mainly fuelled by 

Syrians fleeing civil war and has seen as its solution the externalisation of European 

migration policy towards Turkey (the famous EU-Turkey dialogue of 2016). The 

Mediterranean route, on the other hand, has seen southern European countries (Spain, Italy, 

Malta and Greece) at the forefront and is the one that has caused the most friction and 
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