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ABSTRACT: Romanian legislation must be harmonized with that at the European level. 

A continuous concern of the legislator is needed in this sense. The fulfilment of this 

objective also includes the recent changes in the field of criminal legislation, taking into 

account either the Criminal Code or “the criminal provisions contained in organic laws, 

emergency ordinances or other normative acts that had the force of law at the time of their 

adoption”, as stated in the Art. 173 of the Criminal Code. These changes also brought with 

them some exceptions to the principle of personality regarding the application of the 

Romanian criminal law in space. 
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1. GENERAL PRESENTATION 

 

Until this moment, there are two derogations from the provisions of art. 9 of the 

Criminal Code1, article in which the principle of personality of the application of the 

Romanian criminal law in space is regulated. These two exemptions are established by the 

 
 Lecturer, PhD, Department of Public Law, Faculty of Police ,,Alexandru Ioan Cuza” Police Academy, 

Bucharest, ROMANIA. 
 
1 Law no. 286/2009 regarding the Criminal Code, published in the Official Gazette of Romania no. 510 of July 

24, 2009, with subsequent modifications and completions. In art. 9 of the Criminal Code it is stipulated: “The 
personality of the criminal law (1) The Romanian criminal law applies to the offenses committed outside the 

territory of the country by a Romanian citizen or by a Romanian legal person, if the punishment provided by the 

Romanian law is the imprisonment for life or for more than 10 years. (2) In the other cases, the Romanian criminal 
law shall apply to the offenses committed outside the territory of the country by a Romanian citizen or by a 

Romanian legal person, if the deed is provided as a crime also by the criminal law of the country where it was 

committed or if it was committed in a place that is not subject to the jurisdiction of any state. (3) The pursuit of 
the criminal action is made with the prior authorization of the Attorney General of the Prosecutor's Office attached 

to the Court of Cassation and Justice. The term in which the prosecutor may issue the authorization is up to 30 

days from the date of the request for the authorization and can be extended, according to the law, without the 
total duration to exceed 180 days”. Available at: https://legislatie.just.ro/public/detalidocument/109855 

(Accessed: September 9, 2022). 
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