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ABSTRACT: A principle of law is the result of social experience, and the practical utility 

of knowing the general principles lies in the fact that they draw the guidelines for the entire 

legal system and exert a constructive action, orienting the legislator's activity. The principles 

of law can therefore be defined as rules of maximum generality that summarize social 

experience and ensure the balance between the observance of rights and the fulfillment of 

obligations. 
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Starting from the definition of the term “jurisdiction” found in the Explicative 

Dictionary of the Romanian language1, it has two meanings: On the one hand, in a formal 

sense, the term represents “the power, competence of a judge or a court to judge; a 

territory where a judge or a court may exercise that power.’. 

In the specialized doctrine it has been stated that the assessment of the term jurisdiction 

as “power” is insufficient, incomplete, because the judge has not only the “power” to 

judge, but also the “obligation” to do so, not referring to a faculty in this regard, but about 

a legal obligation (Ion Leș, 2019). 

On the other hand, in the second sense of the term, the organic one, it means “the 

totality of the judicial bodies of the same degree or competent to settle a certain category 

of disputes”. 

From an etymological perspective, the term jurisdiction comes from the Latin 

jurisdictio, composed of juris (jus) meaning "right", and dictio which comes from the verb 

"dicere", to say. 

The meaning of the term “judicial”, which is found in such phrases as judicial 

institutions, judicial system refers to everything related to the administration of justice and 

has to do with this activity (Spinei, 2010). 
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1 Explanatory Dictionary of Romanian Language, Institute of Linguistics „ Iorgu Iordan – Alexandru Rosetti ” 

of the Romanian Academy, Univers Encyclopedic Publishing House, Bucharest, 1998. 


