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ABSTRACT: It is well accepted that all aspects of society has been affected by 

digitization. Issues of privacy and data protection has exceeded individual interests and 

constitutes major challenges in recent times. Due to the complex interrelations between 

state, businesses, and citizens, data protection has become a shared concern and 

responsibility. The protection of personal data that competes with collective interests of 

the society warrants a public good dilemma. Based on the study of Fairfield and Engel 

who has established privacy as a public good,  this study will dwell on the further inquiry 

in the context of legal policy of data protection as a public good. It will discuss in more 

details on the concept of personal data protection laws between the public and private 

sphere. Using a normative methodology based on existing literatures, this article re-

elaborates the understanding of privacy as public good. It explains further on the 

common interest shared in privacy and provides contextual example of data protection 

policy in the European Union. Lastly, it discusses the interrelations between actors of 

data protection and the shared interests between them.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The current normative frameworks that are generally adopted in regulating privacy 

focuses on empowering individuals.1 This is reflected by the notion that one’s personal 
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