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ABSTRACT: Digitization in the European Union is a key, important policy aiming to build 

the digital economy and society in the European Union, which requires a complex legal 

relationship between the EU and the Member States. This is one of the reasons why 

membership of the European Union entails many rights and obligations for our country. One 

such obligation is that the Union develops a set of indicators from data provided by Member 

States. With these indicators the Union can compare the Member States’ performance in 

different (economic) areas. One of these is Digital Economy and Society Index (DESI) which 

is a complex indicator that summerizes relevant indicators of the Union’s digital 

performance and monitor the development of EU Member States’ digital competitiveness. In 

the present study we examine the performance of Hungary in the European Union in recent 

years through the DESI indicators. 
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1. INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS/THEORETICAL UNDERPINNING 

  

In building the digital economy and society of the European Union, DESI 

(Commission, 2022) aims to summarize the indicators of the digital performance of the 

Union. Why is it important to monitor the EU's digital performance? I think that the answer 

to this "poetic" question is particularly simple for today's children. Digital technologies 

play a significant role in our lives. By this I mean all the information communication 

technologies that are increasingly determining our personal life (smart watch, smart phone, 

smart TV, passive house, etc.), our workplace, and our work. However, these technological 

developments must be kept under control and used for the benefit of society. It may even 

happen that the number of Internet users in a country is very high, but the appropriate 

digital competences are lacking, so we cannot talk about the useful use of the Internet. 

DESI can also point out such and similar problems and shortcomings. 

DESI was created in 2015 to measure the progress of the Digital Agenda for Europe 

(Csótó, 2019, p. 15.; Stavytskyy, Kharlamova and Stoica, 2019, p. 247.), adding that the 

European Commission has already collected data from 2014. (Folea, 2018, p. 125; 

Jordanoski-Meyerhoff Nielsen, 2021, p. 190; Bánhidi, Dobos and Nemeslaki, 2020, p. 44.) 
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