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ABSTRACT: This article seeks to discuss a new element in the criminal proceedings in 

Romania, the so-called associated case files and their legal status. 

Starting from the thesis of the European Convention on Human Rights, which calls on the 

signatory states to ensure the conduct of a fair trial in full harmony with the principles of 

criminal proceedings, it is necessary to investigate the extent to which so-called associated 

cases are built on compliance with the fundamental law, the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

based on the great principles of law. 

The authors seek to make certain observations in order to reveal the technical-legal 

characteristics that must take precedence in the conduct of the trial in the criminal process. 
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1. PRELIMINARIES 

 

Criminal procedure is a procedure of equipoise, of harmony, which navigates 

between two requirements, both fundamental, the security and freedom of the individual 

(Mateuț, 2019). 

Obviously, the criminal procedure has the essential role of defending the established 

rights and freedoms in a democratic society, but it must also guarantee the fairness of the 

judicial process. In essence, the criminal procedure aims to reconcile the public interest 

with the private interest, by establishing rules capable of ensuring the achievement of the 

purpose of the criminal process, ensuring the efficient exercise of the powers of the 

judiciary by guaranteeing the rights of parties and other participants in criminal 

proceedings, be complied with the provisions of the Constitution, of the constitutive 

treaties of the European Union, of the other regulations of the European Union in 

criminal proceedings, as well as of the pacts and treaties regarding the fundamental 

human rights to which Romania is a party - art. 1 para. (2) Code of Criminal Procedure”. 
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