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ABSTRACT: Any act that violates environmental law and causes major damage or risks 

to the environment or human health is considered an offence against the environment. 

Offences against the environment are a serious and growing problem, and they appear 

under a lot of forms. This problem is not limited to air, water and soil pollution, it also 

pushes commercially valuable wild species closer to extinction. Ecological crime can also 

include offences that accelerate climate change, the destruction of fish stocks, deforestation 

and the depletion of essential natural resources. Directive 2008/99 / EC on the protection 

of the environment through criminal law identifies a number of environmental offences that 

are sanctioned in all EU countries. 
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1. GENERAL ASPECTS CONCERNING LIABILITY IN ENVIRONMENTAL 

LAW 

 

Historically speaking, criminal rules have been considered among the first to be 

applied for environmental protection, but a representative bundle of specific rules related 

to a criminal environmental law is more recent. The preventive actions have occupied for 

a long time, the first place, being considered in environmental law, the most effective 

measures to repair the damage brought to the environment, followed by those of civil and 

misdemeanour nature. (Duțu 2015) Criminal sanctions have been required by the 

increase of the criminal phenomenon in this field, and by the need to apply harsher and 

more appropriate measures to the new types of acts committed by man against the 

environment in which he lives. On this background, criminal liability in environmental 

law has become more important, and at national, European and international level, the 

interest in creating a specific bundle of "environmental offences" and a criminal 

environmental law has become increasingly obvious.  

The legal liability in the field of environmental protection must also be included 

among the coordinates that mark the regulation of the content of a fundamental right to a 

protected environment. Primordial in this matter is the prevention of ecological damage, 
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