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ABSTRACT: In recent years, the whole world has become increasingly complex, 

marked by unrest of all kinds and subjected to very rapid climate change. This state of 

affairs brings with it both opportunities and challenges. Thus, in this context, the European 

Union as a whole has set out to strengthen its role in this changing environment. The 

Member States are determined to shape the future world in order to promote the interests 

of our citizens, businesses and societies and to protect our way of life. In this article we 

will present how Romania has harmonized its national legislation on the environment to 

the European regulations. 

KEYWORDS: harmonisation, rules, environment, legislation, European Union. 

JEL Code: K32, K33 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

From the latest scientific data carried out in the field, it is clear that the whole earth 

globe is warming, the climate is changing, and extreme weather events are increasingly 

frequent: floods, the increase in global average temperatures, drought, sea level rise and 

the decrease of the ice cap, all of which are signs of climate change.  

The main cause of climate change is mainly the increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 

In order to combat this cause, the reduction of emissions has become a priority for all the 

countries of the world. 

Scientific uncertainty is depicted in many of the decisions regarding the  

environment. Choices must be made with no knowledge of the future consequences. 

(Nicolau, 2021) 

European environmental policy was adopted at the European Council in Paris in 

1972, where (following the first UN environment conference) the European Heads of 

State or Government declared that a Community environmental policy was needed to 

accompany economic expansion and called for an action programme. 

The Single European Act of 1987 introduced a new title 'Environment', which 

provided the first legal basis for a common environmental policy with the objectives of 
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