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ABSTRACT: Parental authority is the set of rights and duties which concern both the 

person and the property of the child and belong equally to both parents, provided for in 

Article 483, paragraph 1 of the Civil Code. It follows from those legal provisions that the 

rule as regards the exercise of parental rights is the exercise of parental authority jointly 

by both parents. By way of exception, parental authority may also be exercised by one of 

the parents exclusively in the cases and under the conditions laid down by law. 
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Parental authority is the means of protecting the minor by exercising his or her rights 

and performing duties with regard to the minor's person and assets by his or her parents 

(Ungureanu & Munteanu Cornelia, 2011). 

 

1. PRINCIPLES GOVERNING PARENTAL PROTECTION 

 

Parental protection is governed by a number of principles (Marian , et al., 2016): 

The exercise of rights and the performance of parental duties solely in the best 

interests of the minor: In order to express the association of the child with decisions 

concerning him or her, the Civil Code provides for the child's right to be heard, 

consisting of the possibility for the child to request and receive any information, 

according to his or her age, to express its opinion and to be informed of the consequences 

it may have. 

The principle is contained in the provisions of art. 263, alin. 1
1
 and art. 483, alin. 2

2
 

of the Civil Code. 
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1 Any measure concerning the child, whatever the child, must be taken with due regard for the best interests of 
the child. 
2 The parents shall exercise parental authority only in the best interests of the child, with due respect for his or 

her person, and shall associate the child with all decisions concerning him or her, taking into account his or her 
age and degree of maturity. 


