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ABSTRACT: Many countries have been delegating a diverse set of tasks to mid-level 

public administration and typically deconcentrated bodies of state administration. 

Deconcentration is a dominant principle of Hungarian public administration as well. 

The evolution and latest innovations of Hungarian deconcentrated (or territorial) state 

administration is best understood by summarizing some specialities of its pre-

Transition and post-Transition history. 

After the Democratic Transformation of Hungary, there was a longer period in which 

there was no linear, unbroken development path for territorial state administration, 

instead occasionally, substantial paradigm shifts in this sub-system. But in the last 

decade Hungarian legislation mainly aspired to better reflect the will of the central 

government on the territorial level – this could have been done best via the 

deconcentrated bodies of state administration. 

In my opinion the gist of deconcentrated state administration is to convert the central 

will of government to the lower level of administration. Following the wide-scale 

structural merges and reorganization in the last 10 years, territorial state 

administration has been reformed into a system that proved to be a Hungarian 

specialty. In this study, I am going to summarize some cornerstones and major 

findings, in accordance with the recent administrative developments and innovations. 
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1. SCIENTIFIC POSITIONS ON THE PRINCIPLE OF 

DECONCENTRATION 

 

 The past three decades has seen the emergence of numerous significant social, 

economic, and ecological tendencies (European Comittee of Regions, 2020, pp. 7-134) 

that generating political decisions around the world that also affected public 

                                                           
1 „The study is being published in the framework of the EFOP-3.6.1-16-2016-00022 Debrecen Venture 

Catapult Program” (in Hungarian: “A tanulmány megjelenését az EFOP-3.6.1-16-2016-00022 Debrecen 
Venture Catapult Program című pályázat tette lehetővé”). 
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