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ABSTRACT: Following the approach of a comparative law perspective, we are able to 

perceive, in the doctrinal, legislative and jurisprudential evolutions of the judicial systems 

considered in the present study, a common tendency to unify the jurisdictions, reaching at 

this moment a relative uniformity of the national jurisdictional guarantees in various law 

systems. The regulation of the judicial procedures that involve the public administration 

seems, in fact, to develop and generally to converge to forms of protection that are 

increasingly closer to those established in disputes between private persons before the 

courts of common law. 
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From etymological point of view, the word "contentious" comes from the French 

word "contentieux", which at his turn comes from the Roman expression "contentiosus", 

which means quarrelsome. 

Also, the term "contentious" derives from the Latin "contendo, -ere", which 

presupposes a fight in a metaphorical sense, a fight of opposing interests between two 

parties, one of which will be the winner (Vedinaș, 2009). 

Thus, the term "contentious" represents, on the one hand, the activity of solving a 

legal conflict, and, on the other hand, the body invested by the law with the resolution of 

such legal conflicts. 

In principle, the administrative litigation bodies can be divided into judicial litigation 

bodies (meaning the administrative courts), which will settle all legal conflicts given by 

law in their competence, and in administrative litigation bodies, whose competence is to 

resolve legal conflicts in which at least one of the parties is a public authority, so the 

criterion of delimitation between the two types of organs is the competence. 

The present doctrine, in addition to many other criteria for classifying the 

administrative litigation, makes a distinction between the subjective administrative 

contencious and the objective administrative contencious. 

The criterion of delimitation between the two types of administrative 

litigation/contecious is the character of the interest pursued through the application that is 

the subject of the administrative litigation case. 
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