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ABSTRACT: Through the Accesion Treaty to the European Union, Romania has made a 

series of commitments in its new capacity of EU member-state, one of which being that of 

alignment with the European standards set by the primary and secondary European 

legislation in the field of collecting and managing solid waste. The intercommunitary 

development associations have represented, in this context, an institutional frame-work 

established by law, for the common administration of the services operating integrated 

waste management systems and of the related infrastructure. In the present article, having 

as starting point a case-study, we shall try to identify the coordinates of the liability or 

responsibility that local public administration authorities hold for the administrative 

decisions taken in this matter. 
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Through the Accesion Treaty to the European Union, Romania has made a series of 

commitments in its new capacity of EU member-state, one of which being that of 

alignment with the European standards set by the primary and secondary European 

legislation in the field of collecting and managing solid waste. More specifically, by 

signing this Treaty, Romania has assumed the following main obligations: to cease the 

activity of non-compliant landfills by 2017 and rehabilite these (Council Directive 

1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste), to reduce the quantities of municipal biodegradable 

waste stored by 2016 (Council Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste), to recycle 

and recover packaging  waste (European Parliament and Council Directive 94/62/EC on 

packaging and packaging waste) as well as to prepare for the reuse and recycling of 

municipal waste (European Parliament and Council Directive 2008/98/CE on waste). 

The failure of the Romanian State to meet the deadlines imposed by the provisions of 

the above-mentioned directives by did not remain unobserved by the European 

Commission, which, by Application C-301/17, asked the Court of Justice of the 

European Union to decide whether Romania has failed to fulfil its obligations under 

Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste. In particular, the action brought by the 

                                                           
 Lecturer PhD., Faculty of Economics and Law, "George Emil Palade" University of Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Sciences and Technology of Targu Mures, ROMANIA. 


