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ABSTRACT: Entitled “Europe 2020”, the new EU strategy is focused on smart, 

sustainable and inclusive growth to overcome the economic crisis in Europe. The 

“European Structural and Investment (ESI) Funds” are the main financial instruments of 

European Union for cohesion policy. For the current programming period, 2014 - 2020, ESI 

funds were reformed to optimize their management and to align the new European Strategy 

for 2020. The Common Provision Regulation (EU) 1303/2013 has introduced shared rules 

for all five ESI funds and a conversion of triple objectives of Europe 2020 strategy into 

eleven Thematic Objectives (TOs). These are European and national reference points for 

ESI funds, Partnership agreements and programmes. Under TO no 11 “Improving the 

efficiency of public administration”,  the investments are devoted to institutional capacity 

building, structures, systems and tools. More than EUR 6 billion from ESI funds have been 

allocated for TO no 11, giving to all Member States and regions a real opportunity to 

enhance the public administration in the European Union. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The “Europe 2020 strategy” is the new EU plan focused on three priorities - smart, 

sustainable and inclusive growth - to overcome the economic crisis in Europe.   

The European Commission in the official communication of 3 March 2010 entitled 

“Europe 2020 - A strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth” (European 

Commission, 2010)  introduces the reasons and priorities of this new EU plan as follow: 

“Europe faces a moment of transformation. The crisis has wiped out years of economic 

and social progress and exposed structural weaknesses in Europe's economy. In the 

meantime, the world is moving fast and long-term challenges – globalisation, pressure on 

resources, ageing – intensify. The EU must now take charge of its future. Europe can 

succeed if it acts collectively, as a Union. We need a strategy to help us come out stronger 

from the crisis and turn the EU into a smart, sustainable and inclusive economy 

delivering high levels of employment, productivity and social cohesion. Europe 2020 sets 

out a vision of Europe's social market economy for the 21st century.” 

                                                           
 European project manager, University of Teramo, Faculty of Political Science, ITALY. 


