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ABSTRACT: An approach to the status and potential of diplomacy in the new international 

political environment. The new opportunities for interaction between states and societies 

have, in fact, generated a process of professionalization of the diplomatic area. Foreign 

policy can be seen as a set of public policies of a state meant to achieve, especially on 

peaceful ways, its international objectives, most often aiming at the security of the state, 

economic well-being, prestige and influence. Diplomacy, on the other hand, is the institution 

or the sum of those activities and practices whose main purpose is to carry out the foreign 

policy of a state through a distinct professional body. 

The paper also shows some main aspects of the Romanian foreign policy. Romanian 

diplomacy must value the position of the Romanian state at the external border of the EU 

and NATO, with the awareness of the risks and opportunities resulting from this geopolitical 

position. 
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1. AN OVERVIEW ON DIPLOMACY 

 

Like any concept of social science, perhaps even more than others, given the 

reminiscences of placing this field away from the eyes of the public for a long time, the 

notion of "diplomacy" is associated with many misconceptions and mistakes. As some 

authors note, the term "diplomacy" is often used as a synonym for foreign policy in 

general or "state policy", according to the nuances existing in other languages. This broad 

sense of the term is commonly found in American academic and political backgrounds, a 

well-known example being Henry Kissinger's "Diplomacy", which actually deals with US 

foreign policy and aspects of international politics in the 20th century.(Toderean, 2013, 

pp. 59-60) 

Many authors have examined the functions of diplomat. Palmer and Perkins in their 

book ‘International relations’ are emphasizing the diplomat as being the eyes and ears of 
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