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Abstract: The issue of the United Kingdom’s exit from the European Union (the so-called 

Brexit) means a turning point both in the history of the European integration, and also of 

the United Kingdom. The 51% of the British electorate voted in favour of leaving the EU, 

which raised up uncountable legal, political and economic questions to be answered.  

The legal questions raised by the Brexit could be categorized into some groups. According 

to Takis Tridimas, there are open procedural, institutional and administrative issues of the 

withdrawal, which organize the ‘know how’ of the process; but we could talk about the 

future relationship forms between the United Kingdom and European Union; and the future 

of the European integration paradigm; or about the development and changes of the 

European Union’s and United Kingdom’s legal system due to the Brexit. In this paper − 

after presenting the historical background of a member states’ withdrawal − I focus on the 

summary of the main public law questions opened to be answered by the Brexit. 
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1. WITHDRAWAL FROM THE EU 
 

The main objective of the European integration project was determined in the Treaty 

of Rome in 1957, the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community (hereinafter 

referred to as: EEC Treaty) as it is “determined to lay the foundations of an ever closer 

union among the peoples of Europe”
2
. The EEC Treaty was an attempt to foster European 

integration, especially from the aspects of economics. Article 240 of the EEC Treaty 

declares that the Treaty is “concluded for an unlimited period”
3
 which means that the 

Treaty creates a permanent organization. In addition to this, the EEC Treaty places 

permanent limitations on the sovereign rights of the Member States whose limitations 
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