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ABSTRACT: The action for annulment appears to be the unique means of appealing that 

can be exercised against the arbitration award, similar in content and effects to the recourse 

against judgments, though being not a devolutive appeal. As the legal nature of this means 

of appeal is concerned, it is determined by the conclusive feature of the arbitration award 

which is not likely to be appealed and may be put into force. Since in the common law 

procedure, such a decision can be challenged only by recourse, the action for annulment is 

a means of appeal having similar characteristics to the recourse, though with some 

peculiarities arising from the reasons which may be invoked in support thereof and, with the 

entire regulatory similarity they are not identical to the cases of annulment in the matter of 

recourse. This study aims to analyze the reasons for which the action for annulment of the 

arbitration award may be exercised in the Romanian law in the light of doctrine and 

jurisprudence. 
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The rules of arbitration procedure of the Court of International Commercial 

Arbitration attached to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania from 2014 

provide in the Article 75 that the arbitration award may be canceled only by action for 

annulment on the grounds provided by the Code of Civil Procedure. 

The grounds of the action for annulment are characterized by a great diversity, aiming 

to penalize non-compliance with the rules established by the arbitration agreement of the 

fundamental principles or imperative rules (Macovei, 2009). These are reflected in the 

contents of the Article 608 of the Romanian Code of Civil Procedure of 2010, 

republished, and correspond to the grounds stated by the UNCITRAL Model Law, Article 

34, being even more numerous and formulated in a more synthetic way. 

 

1. THE LAWSUIT WAS NOT SUSCEPTIBLE TO SETTLEMENT BY 

ARBITRATION: 

 

Non-arbitrability as a ground for annulment of the arbitration award is mentioned in 

the Article 608, para. 1, letter a) of the Code of Civil Procedure of 2010, republished. 
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