
ASPECTS CONCERNING SOCIAL SECURITY WITHIN THE
ECONOMIC SOCIAL CONTEXT

George MĂGUREANU POPTEAN*

ABSTRACT: The transition to the market economy triggers the resolution of countless
social issues, for which the state makes the proper efforts to be aware of and to deal
with them.
Social protection aims at domains which involve the efforts of the whole community:
health, education, culture, working and holiday conditions, living conditions, etc.
Social protection is conceived to ensure a basic living standard for all the people
irrespective of the means they are provided with.
The state, in a democratic regime, does not have only the defensive mission to protect
the current rights, but also to promote them, by the corresponding institutions and
using the means of the collectivity is provided with, the good wealth of all its members
and, especially, of the needy.

KEYWORDS: Social security, social insurances, social assistance, social protection.
JEL CLASSIFICATION: K 22, K 23

Social security constitutes a large concept which implies social insurances and social
assistance. Social insurances take into consideration the following: health assurance,
maternity services, death benefit, the unemployment benefit, the right to a pension,
assurances for work accidents and professional diseases, and for non-contributive services
and the rights granted to invalids, war widows and orphans, war veterans, former political
prisoners, martyred heroes, their successors and the wounded during the Revolution of
1989, magistrates dismissed from the judicial system in 1945 – 1952.

As well as the notion of salary, the origin of the notion of social security is Latin.
The significance of the word „security” is that of being secured against harm; the

feeling of trust, of peace, protection, defense1.
Meanwhile, according to the same sources, „social” represents something which is

created by society, characteristic to the society, something which is related to people’s
life in society, to their social relationships or towards the society and which concerns
human society.
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1 See Dicţionarului explicativ al limbii române www.dexonline.ro, at http://dexonline.ro/search.php?cuv=securitate.


