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ABSTRACT: As shown in the Presidential Architecture Commission’s Report for 2009,
Romania’s natural and man-made heritage is in a permanent state of destructive
aggression. Disappearance of national heritage due to negligence or destruction is
becoming a more frequent phenomenon and reflects a process contrary to sustainable
development. Protected areas and historic city centers are under attack by real estate
speculation and poorly planned short-term development projects. Decentralization
of responsibilities to local authorities was made without providing adequate measures
and tools for heritage protection under the law. A major lack of legislative coverage
allows circumvention of the law in many cases, interpretation of the law in bad faith,
abusive or incompetent application of the law, encouraging abuse and illegality.
The main purpose of this research is to provide detailed information about the
“Regional Cultural Project” for local and regional decision-makers to be used in
the process of local economic development planning. This concept successfully
employed by the public authorities throughout Europe, is completely unknown in
Romania. In Romanian public administration schools, the curriculum does not
comprise disciplines such as “cultural heritage law”and  it fails to offer
interdisciplinary perspectives towards the study of territorial cultural heritage.
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1. CULTURAL HERITAGE LEGISLATION IN ROMANIA

Contemporary cultural theory considers cultural heritage as part of Heritage, where
cultural heritage is the perfect complement for natural heritage.

National cultural heritage should be a priority of Romanian cultural strategy based
on the following arguments:

1) the Law no. 422/2001, republished on the protection of historical monuments
states that “historical heritage preservation is part of the strategies of sustainable economic
and social development, tourism, urban development and planning.
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