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ABSTRACT: Eurojust’s specific task is to actively liaise between European Union
states’ competent authorities to further improve, simplify and speed-up their co-
operation.
It is a small, dynamic, judicial co-operation unit set up under the European Union’s
“third pillar” in order to reinforce the fight against serious cross-border crime,
particularly when such crime is organised.
Eurojust has a unique structure with a specific role: to intervene in the context of
investigations and prosecutions concerning two or more European Unions states, to
collaborate in the criminal area, complicates their co-operation when addressing
cross-border cases despite the existence of conventions on the subject.
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1. Eurojust was formally created in 2002 by the Council Decision of 28 February, with
a view to reinforcing the Fight against Serious Crime. Prior to Eurojust’s formal creation, a
prototype judicial co-operation unit, Pro-Eurojust, was set up by a Decision of the Council
and started its work on 1 March 2001.1

Eurojust is a small dynamic, judicial co-operation unit set up under the European Union’s
“third pillar” in order to reinforce the fight against serious cross-border crime, particularly
when such crime is organised.

The European Union “third pillar” deals with police and judicial co-operation in criminal
matters. Eurojust concerns the latter form of co-operation.

The European Council of Tampere which recommended the creation of a body
composed of “national prosecutors, magistrates or police officers of equivalent competence,
detached from each European Union state with the task of facilitating the proper coordination
of national prosecuting authorities and of supporting criminal investigations in organized
crime cases.”2
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