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ABSTRACT: Today the use of telecommunication techniques are becoming more
and more important in criminal case cooperation. In recent decades there had been
a great shift of perspectives in the field of telecommunication. Modern
telecommunication possibilities like video- and telephone conference calls are already
in use in the questioning of the witness and the hearing of the expert. The Hungarian
Criminal Procedure Law introduced the use of closed cicuit telecommunications
network. Besides conducting processes swiftly and supporting witness and victim
protection, this institution can have a significant role in fulfilling international Legal
Aid requests as well. The Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters
between the Member States of the European Union regulates hearing by
videoconference and telephone conference. The Hungarian criminal procedure
legislation is fully consistent with the provisions of the Convention of the European
Union.
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International documents – such as the Brussels Declaration – emphasize the necessity
of separating the injured from the perpetrator under charge while bearing witness to collect
evidence, with the help of audiovisual tools (this has been considered in a certain sense
necessary by the EU frame decision of 2001 about the rights of the injured during penal
procedure as well). The previous conditions can already be found in Hungarian law. The
articles of Be. 244/A-D contain provisions about the possibilities, conditions and
guarantees of holding a trial via private telecommunication network.1

Law justifies the provision of interrogation via private telecommunication network
thus: “The causes fall first and foremost under the scope of witness protection, including
the cases where the witness, due to his or her age, should be prevented from meeting the
accused, or when the interrogation via private telecommunication network happens for
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