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ABSTRACT: Islamic penal law is a system of rules based on the religion of Coran
and, most of  the penalties applicable to the penal crimes are in discordance with the
actual age and the culture of democratic law, which guards human life and the property
observing the principles of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
This work presents, from an intrinsic point of view, a possible classification of the
punishments comprised in The Penal Code of Islamic Republic of Iran, and, also
refers to: the applicable punishments for women and minors; the similarities between
Islamic law and democratic law; abilities and tentative of observing human rights
within Islamic law; contact areas between Islamic law and democratic world.
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1. HUMAN RIGHTS AND ISLAMIC LAW

According to the Universal Declaration of Human and Citizen Rights adopted and
proclaimed on December 10, 1948:

- All human beings are born free of rights and dignity (art.  1),
- Rights and freedoms mentioned in the declaration are equal regardless of race,

color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status (art.  2),

- Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person (art.  3),
- No one shall be subjected to torture, punishment or cruel, inhuman or degrading

treatment (art. 5),
- All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal

protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in
violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination (art. 7), etc.1
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1 Universal Declaration of Human and Citizen Rights, art.: 1,2,3,5,7.


