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ABSTRACT:  The article reviews the Hungarian legislation in force on the protection of 

the personality rights of public actors, politically exposed persons, its international legal 

basis and the relevant decisions of the Hungarian Constitutional Court. This study analyses 

in detail the current Hungarian court practice in relation to the protection of the personality 

rights of public actors. The study also draws basic conclusions about the nature and limits 

of the protection of the right to privacy of public actors, and looks at possible future 

directions for the development of the law and the judiciary. The author states that both the 

Constitutional Court and ordinary judicial practice are in favor of greater criticism of public 

actors. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

 Although the protection of personality rights in Hungary goes back many decades, this 

protection has undergone significant changes over time, both in terms of the scope of 

personality rights and the effectiveness of enforcement. Hungarian Civil Code, which 

entered into force on 1 May 1960 (old Civil Code)1, already contained provisions on the 

rights of the person in Chapter VII of the Second Section of the Code, entitled Persons, 

declaring that the rights of the person are protected by law.2 The legislation, which 

consisted of seven sections, referred to the prohibition of discrimination, the right to bear 

a name and the protection of reputation3, without specifying the elements of the facts 

constituting a violation of the right. The first code of private law also includes the 

protection of the right to secrecy of correspondence and the right to a private home and 

premises for the purposes of a legal person, as well as the protection of facial likeness and 
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1 Act IV of 1959 on the Civil Code 
2 Article 81 para. (1) of Act IV of 1959 (in force on 1 May 1960) 
3 Article 82 para. (1) and (2) of Act IV of 1959 (in force on 1 May 1960) 


