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ABSTRACT: Between the various branches of law, criminal law and criminal procedural 

law were among the last to be influenced by supranational law of European origin. However, 

almost all criminal regulations today seek to be in line with the European perspective. A 

thorough knowledge of the rights and guarantees underlying European criminal law is 

therefore essential for the national judge who is called upon daily to apply the rules of his 

own code of criminal procedure in a manner consistent with European principles, as 

interpreted by the case law of the European Court of Human Rights and the Court of Justice. 
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Criminal law and criminal procedural law are pervaded, as has been shown in the 

doctrine (Fausto, 2020) of a nationalist tradition, characterized as domestic or sovereign, 

being historically linked to some identity characteristics typical of the  nation as a concept, 

such as people, language and territory. That is why a unification of criminal law and 

criminal procedural law at European level is not yet possible. However, the mechanisms 

are diverse, in addition to unification, and assimilation, harmonization, or cooperation can 

be seen as processes of Europeanization.  

Regarding the matters of substantive criminal law, namely the establishment of facts 

requiring the application of criminal sanctions, as well as the establishment of minimum 

thresholds for sanctions, states have accepted and implemented European regulations with 

some ease. Initially, in the European legal system, the need to ensure the "survival" of the 

Union gained also a criminal relevance, thus trying to preserve, through the most 

appropriate protection measures, the assets that guarantee its functioning, financial 

interests, fair and legal management of Community resources (Spangher, 2022). 
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