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ABSTRACT : Health is the most beautiful gift that nature gives us, and viruses are the
most serious threat to humanity. Since ancient times many infections have tormented the
people in our area. It is believed that the first quarantine in history was introduced in the
Balkans, in the 14th century during the fight against the black plague. During the Great
War in 1914, Serbia faced an epidemic of typhus, and in 1972, the epidemic of smallpox in
Serbia ended, and our anti-epidemic struggle was assessed by international institutions as
successful. In the Republic of Serbia, amendments to the Law on Protection of the
Population from Infectious Diseases were adopted in 2015. The Law on Health Care of
Serbia, as the basic law in the legal system of Serbia, regulated the entire system of health
care. The Institute for Public Health, established for the territory of the Republic of Serbia,
coordinates the implementation of epidemiological monitoring on the territory of the
Republic and issues expert instructions for epidemiological monitoring for infectious
diseases and special health issues. The year is 2020, the viral epidemic is conquering
Serbia as well. Along with the relevant national regulations, the paper presents the
chronology of infectious diseases in the world and in our country until today's pandemic,
which changed our lives. The race for development, production and application of the
Covid 19 vaccine around the world continues with increasing of research in centers
around the world.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Health is the most beautiful gift that nature gives us, and viruses are the most serious
threat to humanity, and the personality of a doctor1 is best manifested in great
temptations. The year is 2020, a new viral epidemic 2 is conquering Serbia as well.
*

1
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In impoverished Serbia in the third decade of the 19th century, only three trained doctors worked (in Belgrade
the Italian Dr Silvestro Kunibert, in Pozarevac the Russian Dr Gligorije Ribakov and in Jagodina Dr Djordje
Novakovic). The first doctor of medicine in renewed Serbia was Dr Jovan Stejić (1802-1853), who received his
doctorate in 1829 at the Medical-Surgical Academy in Vienna, with a dissertation on dysentery and is
considered the founder of Serbian health care (Quarantine Department with medical care at the Department of
Internal Affairs).
2
The epidemic of an infectious disease is getting sick from an infectious disease unusual in number of cases,
time, place and affected population or an unusual increase in the number of patients with complications or

