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ABSTRACT: Brexit highlights the significance of Article 50 TEU which regulates the 

unilateral withdrawal of a member state. This paper aims to analyze the issue of a member 

state’s withdrawal of the European Union, having regard to the situation before the Lisbon 

Treaty when the Community law did not regulate this option, and after the introduction of 

the so-called withdrawal clause to European Union Law. This means that pre-Lisbon legal 

era did not contain any opportunities for a member state to decide about its exit. Thus 

international law could fill this gap. As article 50 TEU established the legal framework for 

the exit, the United Kingdom’s withdrawal (the so-called Brexit) is going to proceed on the 

base of it. In this paper I compare the pre- and post-Lisbon way of the withdrawal using the 

example of Greenland as a previous solution, and the United Kingdom’s case, as an ongoing 

one. 
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1. INTRODUCTION TO THE SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP OF GREENLAND 

AND THE UNITED KINGDOM IN THE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

 

In order to present the exit of a state from the European integration before and after the 

Lisbon Treaty, it is necessary to summarize Greenland’s withdrawal, with its all 

specialties, then to present the current situation of the United Kingdom (from now on 

referred to as the UK). Both states joined to the European Communities (from now on 

referred to as EC) in 1973, but the first difference is that the United Kingdom acceded by 

its right, while Greenland acceded by its legal relationship to the Danish Crown. Both 

states had (and have) special membership in the integration. 
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