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ABSTRACT: The establishment of modern Hungarian state law enforcement was the 

outcome of a long process, the beginning of which can be dated to 1920. The objective of 

law enforcement is security, and it is motivated by migration. The task and institutions of 

Hungarian law enforcement adapt to the functions and organization of Hungarian public 

administration. Its public task is to guarantee public security in Hungary on the level of 

society. Being in possession of the monopoly on the legitimate use of violence, it 

accomplishes that mainly but not solely with policing measures and coercive measures. 
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Police science in Hungary is one of the youngest branches of science. The start of its 

development can be dated to the beginning of the last decade of the 20th century, when 

Szamel Lajos, commissioned by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, started research on 

the theoretical, dogmatic and practical questions of law enforcement. After that several 

researchers examined Hungarian law enforcement, and this short paper endeavours to 

summarize their achievements. 

 

1. A SHORT HISTORY OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUNGARIAN LAW 

ENFORCEMENT 

1.1. From the Beginnings to the Civil Revolution 

The development of the Hungarian state started after 970 AD, with the unification of 

tribes and the adoption of Christianity. This process required an army controlled by the 

king (Stephen I at the time). At the beginning of the development of our state (around 

1000 AD), there was no separate law enforcement and police, and the function of law 

enforcement, related to security (inner and public security), was performed by the army. 

a) The first signs of law enforcement activity can be associated with Saint Stephen. 

The founder of our state reinforced the system of royal counties, which had been 

established in the 10
th

 century, and which were “both a unit of public administration and 

jurisdiction, and were mainly represented and secured by the “ispán” (count), who acted 

on behalf of the king as an embodiment of public law.”  (Kristó, 1988) The “ispán” –with 

the exception of church and royal estates—performed functions related to public 
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