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ABSTRACT: Human rights are legally binding instruments and any mechanisms built 

around human rights have the benefit of its substantive coherence and legal and normative 

foundation in international law. Every individual has a legitimate expectation that the state 

he belongs to will guarantee the right to water. To understand the human rights link to 

water conservation, one needs to understand the genesis of the Legal framework for Human 

Right to Water. 
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Topic : How resource conservation outcomes may be achieved through a human 

rights framework. 

Human rights are legally binding instruments and any mechanisms built around human 

rights have the benefit of its substantive coherence and legal and normative foundation in 

international law. Being founded on objective legal standards as a solid non-negotiable, 

normative basis, it provides a compelling framework and a source of authority and 

legitimacy. Hence when such a powerful framework relates to a natural resource then the 

state and other relevant parties are incentivized to devise strategies that have a beneficial 

impact on conservation of that natural resource. In this article I shall analyze the human 

right to water and how the current human rights mechanisms have the capacity to promote 

its conservation. Water can be defined as a liquid found on Earth that has no color, odor or 

taste and yet is the most precious resource on Earth. Without water there would be no life 

on Earth.  

Every individual has a legitimate expectation that the state he belongs to will 

guarantee the right to water. It is fundamental for sustaining health and leading a life in 

dignity.
1
 Access to water is not a matter of benevolence, charity or welfare, but rather of 

legal entitlements and claims
2. 

A great number of countries have developed case law on 

the human right to water but there are three countries (South Africa, Argentina, and India) 

that excel in the remarkable body of jurisprudence that they have amassed.  
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