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ABSTRACT: The current paper aims to analyze the judicial regulations known under the 

generic name of „Law of the land” which is specific to the time when the Romanian states 

were formed and became countries. The ancient origin of many regulations was determined 

by the factor which was the stability element in a society, the village community, which 

helped this system assume the legal custom and adapt it to the new factor which configured 

law, but in an unwritten, oral manner. The appearance of written legal regulations, the 

codes of law of the 17th century, made a clear distinction between written law and unwritten 

law, which will be called a „custom”. 
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1. INTRODUCTORY NOTES  

 

The process of forming and centralizing the feudal state on the territory of the 

Romania took place at a slow pace,  as a result of internal and external causes. The 

Moldavian chronicler Grigore Ureche acknowledged that given the hardships of those 

times, as the country was permanently in the path of enemies, our ancestors were unable 

to form a great and strong state from the earliest of times. (Giurăscu, Giurăscu, 1975) 

However, the unification of village communities led to the formation of bigger political 

organizations which had different names – ţară
1
, câmpulung

2
, cnezat

3
 sau voievodat

4
  

By the unification of several principalities, voivodeships were formed, led by a 

voivode, who, according to a certain literary source „could lead his people to war”. 

(Giurăscu, Giurăscu, 1975) The term ”voivod” is of Slavic origin and is similar to that of 

„”leader of the army”. 
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1ancient name of a region  
2 type of political organisation 
3 type political organization, based on the authority of a leader called „cneaz” 
4 territory under the authority of a leader, called „voievod” 


