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ABSTRACT: The study analyses the questions of the energy taxation within the 

environmental tax regulation, as a special area of the environmental politics regulation. The 

author demonstrates the development and the role of the energy tax in the environmental 

policy. The energy tax is one of the most harmonizated spheres of the European taxation 

rules. 

The harmonization with the single directive of the European Union come true not a long 

time ago, that is why the analysis of the experiences is important before the introduction of 

the regulation. Certain countries have applied the energy tax before the introduction of the 

directive. The study pans out about the experiences of regulation up to the present and the 

prospective changes of the regulation in the future.  
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1. THE FORMATION OF ENERGY TAXATION AND ITS HISTORY OF 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

Energy taxes play a significant role in economy, they make up more than 70% of all 

environmental taxes in the Member States of the European Union and also more than 50% 

in most of other countries. (Georgescu-Pendolovska-Cabeca, 2007, Kiss, 2002) These 

types of taxes serve a unique purpose within the environmental tax system as pointed out 

in the specialized literature. (Kiss, 2005) 

The function of energy taxes is similar to those of the general environmental taxes: 

- enforcing of the polluter pays principle; 

- inciting the use of environmentally sound technologies; 

- raising funds for the purposes of the protection of the environment; 

- integration of environmental goals into environmental politics; 

- highlighting of areas with high environmental importance; 

- moderating the distorting effects of traditional tax systems. 

The most controversial part is the incentive nature of energy taxes. Literature points 

out that the low short term price elasticity of the demand for energy products makes it a 

stable source of income therefore the use of higher tax levels does not endanger the actual 
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