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ABSTRACT: Trafficking in human beings, a phenomenon with global dimensions
constitutes a serious violation of human rights, dignity and freedom, a social
phenomenon with negative consequences for the entire society.
Countries have been concerned over the time to find the most effective policy measures
to combat and prevent human trafficking, and in this regard the United Nations, the
European Union and the Council of Europe have developed a series of international
documents which established an international legal framework for the criminalization
of trafficking in human beings.
In Romania, Law no. 300/2006 for the ratification of the Council of Europe
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, signed by Romania in
Warsaw on May 16, 2005, and Law no. 678/2001 are the main instruments for
preventing and combating trafficking in human beings. Thus, these instruments
establish the measures that regulate the activity of prevention, criminalization of
trafficking in human beings and trafficking related offences, seizure, non-punishment
provisions and judicial procedures, the protection and reintegration of trafficking
victims, as well as international judicial cooperation. Likewise, therein are provided
a number of authorities and public institutions, NGOs and other civil society
representatives that shall co-operate in order to pursue a sustained activity of
prevention of trafficking in human beings, especially in women and children.
Protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms is a constant concern of all
systems of law. Preventing and combating the phenomena of trafficking in human
beings is all the more important as trafficking is a threat to constitutional order and
the legal framework establishes a series of social protection measures that are meant
to prevent serious violation of human rights which may occur as a result of trafficking
crimes.
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Human trafficking is an underground phenomenon with worldwide dimensions, a
severe infringement of human rights, of dignity and liberty, a social phenomenon with
negative results on the entire society and it is present in most states regardless their level
of development.

World states have been concerned with identifying the most effective measures of
criminal policy for fighting against and preventing human trafficking. In this respect a
series of international documents have been issued by the United Nations Organization,
the European Union and the European Council and by means of them an international legal
framework for incriminating the human trafficking crime has been established.

The first documents with international character that were adopted in the matter of
human trafficking and by means of which criminal policy and prevention measures were
implemented and latter included in the national legislation of the states that ratified them:
the International Agreement for the suppression of trafficking in women and children1,
the Convention for the suppression of trafficking in women and children 2, the International
Convention for the suppression of trafficking in women of full age3 and the Convention
for the suppression of trafficking in persons and the exploitation of the prostitution4.

The main international instrument for fighting against human trafficking, which
considers human trafficking as pertaining to organized crime and as a severe infringement
of human rights, is the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime5

and the additional Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially in Women and Children, as well as the International Protocol against illegal
trafficking in migrants on land, air and sea. Actually in the Protocol Foreword it is
mentioned that the association of the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime with an international instrument that aims to prevent, suppress and punish
trafficking in persons, especially in women and children will help to prevent and fight
against this type of criminality.

1 The International Agreement for the suppression of trafficking in women and children was signed on 18 May
1904
2 The Convention for the suppression of trafficking in women and children was signed by 27 states among which
România in 1921
3 The International Convention for the suppression of trafficking in women of full age was concluded in 1933
4 The Convention for the suppression of trafficking in persons and the exploitation of the prostitution was
adopted on 2 December 1949, by the ONU Resolution 317 (IV)
5 The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime was adopted in New York. Romania
signed the Convention in Palermo on 14 December 2000 and the two additional Protocols. By Law no. 565 of 16
October 2002 there were ratified the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially in Women and Children, as well as the International
Protocol against illegal trafficking in migrants on land, air and sea, protocols additional to the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, adopted in New York on 15 Nov. 2000, published in the
Official Gazette no. 813 from 8.11.2002.


