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ABSTRACT: The gradual evolution of international trade and of environmental
protection regimes continues to arouse conflict and contention opportunities. The
international community is, in theory, engaged and involved both in trade liberalization
and sustainable development in environmental matters. However, given the current
system of economic activity, trade may also harm the environment.
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One of the fundamental conditions for a functioning market economy, together with
free movement of goods, persons, services and capital, is represented by an undistorted
competition environment. Thus, traders, whether at national or European Union level should
interact as freely as possible without any negative influences from the strong or privileged
economic agents, associations of such agents or the state. In a functional market economy,
respect for competition rules ensures economic progress, defence of consumer interests
and competitiveness of products and services.

The gradual evolution of global, international trade and of environmental protection
regimes continues to arouse conflict and contention opportunities. The international
community is, in theory, engaged and involved both in trade liberalization1 and sustainable
development in environmental matters2.
* Teaching assistant, PhD. student, “Petru Maior” University,of Tîrgu-Mureş, Faculty of Economics, Law and
Administrative Sciences, ROMANIA.

1 See the Uruguay Round. This was a round of trade negotiations held between September 1986 and April 1994 and
that led to the transformation of GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) into the WTO (World Trade
Organization). See for more details on this process of transformation Elli Louka, “International Environmental
Law. Fairness, Effectiveness, and World Order “, Cambridge Univesity Press, New York, 2006, p. 303 and following.
2 See in this respect The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also known as
the Rio Summit, Rio Conference, Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro from 3 June to 14 June 1992. The Earth Summit
resulted in the following documents: Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Agenda 21, Convention
on Biological Diversity, Forest Principles, Framework Convention on Climate Change. After ten years, the
Johannesburg Summit was reissued on Environment and Development (24-26 August 2002), the event was known
as Rio +10.


