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ABSTRACT: (Dangers of Intellectualism) In a dangerous age, all that one does or
fails to do, all that one says or leaves unpronounced, is dangerous. To live or to die
in a dangerous age, to try to understand or just to escape to mainstream-driven
mediocrity, to assume the fate of one’s community or to long for exile in isolation, all
are equally dangerous.
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(Dangers of Intellectualism) In a dangerous age, all that one does or fails to do, all
that one says or leaves unpronounced, is dangerous. To live or to die in a dangerous age, to
try to understand or just to escape to mainstream-driven mediocrity, to assume the fate of
one’s community or to long for exile in isolation, all are equally dangerous.

What is an ANNA AKHMATOVA, a HENDRIK HÖFGEN or even a CARL SCHMITT to do if
destined to come into being just then and there and not elsewhere at another time? Should
the individual become resigned to swimming with the current, personality suppressed as
assimilated to the surrounding average? Or should he/she opt to become hopelessly
destroyed by the pressure to fight the extremities, even if alone, even if marching thereby
to senseless martyrdom?

If there is only one truth, it is always and everywhere the one to manifest itself. Of
course, it may be coloured by the context of the age, which endows it with additional
moments and overtones. But, providing that such a colouring can transform anything into
something else, is comprehension available at all? Can I understand you? Can my culture
understand yours? Can my sheer intellectualism, cultivated as a substitute for life and
pampered in everyday repletion and impunity, comprehend others’ hunger for truth, who
may struggle solely for personal or community survival in dramatic situations, desperately
balancing on a razor’s edge? Or, can my irresponsibility, switching over to the indifference
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