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ABSTRACT: The contribution of an effective competition policy in achieving the
goal of sustainable development and increase the competitiveness of the Union is not
negligible. Competition contributes to the functioning of markets, the sine qua non
condition of economic development.
This work examines the short and medium term prospects of the EU’s competition
policy in relation to the new European strategy for sustainable growth and
competitiveness: Strategy - Europe 2020. It also refers to the implications that global
financial crisis has had on the implementation of EU’s competition policy.
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Designed at the middle of the 20th century by the vision of the political leaders of an
Europe emerging from the Second World War, after half a century of history that could be
considered a “successful story”, the European project found itself in a first deep crisis in
the moment when the Constitutional Treaty  was rejected by France and Holland2. Now,
another crisis, economic, this time, strikes again the Union’s stability. In this context a
strong need appears, the necessity to adapt the competitive policies to the economic
1 Please also see the speech of the new General Director of the General Directorate for Competition of the
European Commission, A. Italianer “Challenges for European Comptetition Policy”, International Forum Competition
Law of the Studienvereinigung Kartellrecht, March 9, 2010, available on: http://ec.europa.eu/competition/speeches/
text/sp2010 _01_en.pdf

 * Teaching assistant, Faculty of Law and Social Sciences, University „1 Decembrie 1918" Alba Iulia Lawyer in
Alba Bar, Romania.

2 Please also see I. Jiga, Uniunea Europeană în căutarea viitorului, in „Revista română de Drept Comunitar” no. 2/
2006, p. 11. The author notes that the outcome of referendums in May 29 (France), respectively, June 1, 2005
(Netherlands) marked the completion of the voluntaristic-viewing community building based on political will and
enthusiasm, imagined by Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman in the early 50s of the XX century. European Council
meeting in June 2005 brought to the fore the collision of two basic philosophies on the future European Union:
one that supports liberalization and emphasizes the crucial role of market, the other which sees the Union as
political integration project based on solidarity.


