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ABSTRACT: Europe, an ambiguous word. Europe with its geographical meaning
or the political Europe; the Europe of the European Council or the European Union?
The truth is that present-days Europe has gone beyond its geographical meaning
and left instead the political Europe. There is a union of values. This vision of Europe
has been and still is the objective of the two major organizations: the Council of
Europe, later on of the European Union, which has individually created its “own
Europe” with several common elements. Why is the right to life at the centre of our
study? This represents an important part of human rights and constitutes itself as a
nucleus of these rights. They are called fundamental rights, are applicable to all
people, under any circumstances and in any location: they cannot be subjected to
any limitations or restrictions. Article 2, integrated among the most important articles
of the European Convention consecrates one of the essential values of the democratic
societies. This paper analyses the area of application of Article 2 of the European
Convention and some aspects of the right to life and its application that have proved
problematic, such as the abortion issue or the involuntary death. This paper is trying
to clarify these dilemmas and to determine whether they fall under the application of
Article 2 of the Convention.
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INTRODUCTION. UNE COURTE INTRODUCTION DE LA NOTION DES
«DROITS DE L’HOMME»

La notion de « droits de l’homme » renvoie aux sources du droit naturel et à été proclamé
dans les premiers textes internationalement connus, tels que « Bill of Rights »de 1689  et la
Déclaration de 1789. On la voit un plus tard apparaître dans des légalisations plus modernes,
comme la Charte de San Francisco de 1945 et la Déclaration Universelle de 1948.1
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